AT 2019 NRCHA SNAFELE BIT FUTURITY

MERLE NEWTON

Forty dog, handler and horse
teams competed in the Rodear
America 2019 Texas Fall Bash
Finals, but Merle Newton came
out on top for the second year
straight.

he 2019 Rodear America Texas

Fall Bash Finals once again saw

Merle Newton atop the leader

board. This year, Newton and

S-year-old “5]” took home the
win. The dog, owned by Steve Robinson,
won the Open divizion title with a perfect
150 score.

“I was giving him a chance to prove
us old guys can stll do it,” said Newton.
“[S]] i= 8 years old, my horse is 20 years
old and I'm 74 years old. It was a senior
show! IJ is super broke. I trained him as
a puppy for some people who lived in
upstate New York, and then Steve bought
5] from them. Recently, he sold his ranch
in Texas and he is letting me keep 5] for
a while. I thought I'd give the old boy a
chance ™

The rodear cowdog competition show-
cases how a working dog and horseback
handler can accomplich cattle work in a
set amount of Hme. In 10 minutes or less,
teams had to move cattle through three
obctacles.
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(Open Champion Merle Newton.

In 2018, Newton won the event with
“Puncher” Within the last year, the
rodear style competitions have increased
in attendance, Newton said, which was
evidenced by the 40 preliminary teams
competing October 8 and 9 at the John
Justin Arena in Fort Worth. The final
round was held on October 10.

For 5] and Newton, it was simply
another exhibiion in front of a crowd,
which is something the long-time duo
has done acroes the country.

“Tve used him for demonstrations
a lot, like at the MNational Cattleman’s
Assodation and at rodeos like the Cow
Palace in San Frandeco,” said Newton.

By Kate Bradley Byars
Phaotos by Allison Walker
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While it was a textbook run where 5]
took all three cattle through the toughest
part of the obstade course, the duo were
close to tming out. Though the teams
also competed on an obstacle course in
the preliminaries, the course changed
daily. The time it takes sorting cattle—
handlers get to pick which cattle to work
through the course—iz added to the
obetacle Hime for the final. Newton and
the dog completed it in 9 minutes and 49
seconds.

“We were pushing right up to the
cdock,” said Newton. “They had a rope
tied on that gate and it would not open_ I
had to get off of my horse to get the latch

open on the gate. Ole 5] held
the cows for me, of course, and
it took extra time. The courses
vary zo much. It is about stock-
manship and being smarter than
a cow.”

Newton lovingly talks about
hiz “old partner” 5] and how
epedial he iz to work Similar to
riders and horses making solid
partnerchips, rodear doge and
handlers also form the bond.
Holding the rodear event with
the Snaffle Bit Futurity® allows
for an audience that appreciates
dogs to emjoy watching them
work

“Most people that compete in
other cowdog competitions can’t
handle the horse well enough,
but our competifions require

both horse and dog handling,”

Non Pro Champion Clint McDanigl.

gaid MNewton of the Rodear
America event. “Tt is a cowboy
deal. A lot of the horse people
enjoy it, but they don't have
quite enough time to mess with
dogs. We have rodears from New
York to California and Oregon to
Texas, so there is an opporhunity
to do it.”

Non Pro Champion Clint
McDaniel and “Gus” navigated
the course for a 140 score in 7
minutes and 14 seconds. The
dog is owned by former US.
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson.

Competitors left Fort Worth
with more than $15,000 in cash
and prizes, including custom-
made saddles awarded to the
champions. For more on Rodear
America, wvisit rodearamerica.
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THANK YOU TO-ALL THE DONORS & BIDDERS

FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN

THE 2019 NRCHA STALLION SERVICE AUCTION!

A Doubleshot of Jack
Automuatic Cat
Bamacat
Bet He=sa Cat
Biue One Time
Boon Too Suen
Brennas Golden Dunit
Brother Jackson
Call Me Mitch
Cat Ichi
Cats Meroda
Cattalou
Catty Howk
CD Diomond
CD Highlight=
Desires Little Rex
Diablos Painted Doc

NRGHA

Dual R Smokin
Dualin Stargun
Gotta Go Get It
Hes Wright On
Hickory Holly Time
High Brow CD
High Brow Shiner
Hired Gun
Huydrive Cat
Lena Freckied Leo
Lil Catbaloo
Lil Dreamin Maognum
Lil Spoon
Mamas Duel N At Boon
Matt Dillon Dun It
Metallic Echo
Metallic Malice
Mr Playinstylish
Meat Little Cat

Mo Guns Please
MRR Cat King Cole
Olena Oak
Onee You Go Black
Ome Fine Vintage
One Roan Peptos
Omne Shiney Metallic
One Time Pepto
One Time Royalty
Pepto Cee Lena
Peptos Rapper MiniMe
Peptosboonshakalaca
PG Heavily Armed
Playdox
Reydicactive
Rodkin W
Sannman
Sigala Rey
Smart Boons

Smart Luck
Starlight Shiner
Step It Up Jak

Steppin On Sparks
Stunned
Surely A Pepto
Sweet Lil Pepto
Sweet Mr Katg
The Anbrmal
Third Cutting
This Guns For Nic
This One Time
Time For The Diomond
Tomeoot Chex

TR Dual Rey

Travelin Joneg
Veny Especial Cat
WR This Cats Smart
Zeges Pepto Cat
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